GERMAN   ADVANCE   INTO   SLOVAKIA      I$S

'You ask me why we penetrated into Slovakia
although Slovakia intends to have its own independent
existence. We soldiers have to obey orders, but this
by no means implies that we, the officers, have forgotten
how to think. It was already clear to us on May 2<5th
that HE could not penetrate into Poland, since the
Poles had replied with a full mobilisation of their
armed forces. But the Drang nach Osten (Drive to
the East) is not merely a political slogan. It expresses
our vital interests. We have to get to the Rumanian
oilfields, to the resources of raw materials and, if
possible, to include Hungary in the conception of the
Greater German Lebensraum (living-space). We know
that we will have greater difficulties in subduing the
Hungarians than we had with the Czechs, but we
approve HIS wish when we agree to his military
operations which we naturally carry out. In Slovakia,
we had very little to gain, but our experiences during
the Great War in Rumania have taught us what treasures
we could obtain there. The Rumanian army would
doubtless face us, but we have no intention of being
entangled in any military operations. This the
Reichswehr would never allow. In Slovakia we have
succeeded in subduing the population, and from there
we will later direct our military operations against
the Poles and against their armament industries. We
will thus cut off Poland from the west and south and
encircle it economically. We can keep up the economic
encirclement of Poland, as otherwise there would be
a very hard fight. If Anglo-French capital further
shows a reserved attitude towards Poland (and a
loan, I feel sure, will not help Poland to stand on her